CSLP: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian
Italicized text indicates CSLP design thought processes.
Enduring Understandings:

Process:         Transforming information

                                    Connecting prior knowledge to improve comprehension of literature

                                    Develop active learning techniques
Content:         Native American culture in the United States (on/off reservations)

Character Development of the main character
                                    Perspective and self-perception (intrapersonal reflection)

 

Process: This unit is an introduction to metacognition and self-direction for the majority of students.

Content: The essential questions address historical and current cultural stereotyping of Native Americans.

Assessment:

            

           

Active Reading Journal

            
Presentations: informal, and formal with picture notes
Assessment of the journaling is “over-the-shoulder” (formative) as I move through the room. If major issues come up, they are addressed immediately.

Informal presentations provide a quick assessment of student understanding of their articles. Class members ask clarifying questions as necessary.

The formal presentations of Picture Notes are brief, and address both the content of their illustrations and their beginning understanding of cultural differences and/or issues for Native Americans. 
Content:         

            

            The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian (2008) by Sherman Alexie

            Video accessed via United Streaming
Articles from the web on: hydrocephalus, poverty on Indian            


reservations, temperament and survival skills

Photographs of life on reservations that highlight poverty and desolation of some reservations

            

Content includes multiple forms of media and an age-appropriate novel with an accessible reading level that allows students to learn the process without expending too much energy on comprehension.
Preparing for Understanding:

 
Free-write using the photographs as prompt (SMART board collage)

            Jigsaw articles using Selective Highlighting 


Free-writing is low risk for students; they focus on their impressions/reactions to the images.

Photos prompt students not used to THINKING about images; some will identify with what they see, for some this will be all new.

Jigsaw articles provide too much information with too little time; students need only a basic level of knowledge of these topics before reading the novel. The timed activity forces groups to focus, and all students participate.
With Selective Highlighting, students practice analyzing and prioritizing main idea/detail structures in descriptive, nonfiction articles.
Engaging Students with Content:

            Read-and-Say-Something throughout text, guided release

            Double-Entry Journals throughout text, guided release

Picture Notes (use part-time Indian model from text, students create their 
own dual personality)

Read-and- Say-Something facilitates active engagement and slows the pace of student reading, which supports comprehension (as long as it’s not too slow!).

Double-EntryJournals provide practice sequencing events allow students to monitor their own comprehension and to make connections. The journals allow 1-on-1 communication between teacher and student, and can also demonstrate the level of comprehension the student attains. For word-gazers, the act of writing forces students to slow down the pace of reading, supporting comprehension.

Picture Notes help students communicate their level of understanding of characterization and visualization.

Reflection:
Process conferencing focuses on Active Engagement, Discussion, Writing, and Modeling.
Notes on implementation:

This unit represents the first novel students read in class. Most students have no experience using Double-Entry Journals. Some have experience with Free-Writing. Most have experience with Picture Notes in some form.

In this demographic, the photographs used for the Free-Write were all too familiar for many students. Upon viewing the picture prompts (a collage of several pictures), one young lady shared with the class, “That’s what my father’s house is like. It smells bad and nothing is put away ever.” Some students were surprised by this, but several nodded. The pictures helped set the tone for the serious underlying themes of the book.

As a second pre-reading activity, students jigsawed several articles on topics mentioned in the first chapters of the novel. Working in groups provided less skilled readers with comprehension support, although it slowed their reading time. All groups presented key points (secondarily used as an assessment of their ability to summarize) to the class in order to provide everyone with a quick frontload of troublesome concepts. 

Explanation of the Double-Entry Journaling took no more than 10 minutes, including time for students to set up the first pages of their comp books. 

Read aloud of the text commenced immediately thereafter. The process of stopping, commenting or questioning, and modeling note taking occurred at natural breaks (at least once per page this first time). While modeling, the process was named for students: “Read-and-Say-Something.” The first three or four times, students just watched and listened to the comments, then, they began responding to the text in a dialogue with me. This added to the notes (students did not mind this). 

This is an excellent book to use with 9th and 10th graders (high interest, relevant); therefore it’s easy to introduce the strategies. Keeping the pace fast for processes was important. With several transitions, the students could have been lost. The Free-Write was kept to a couple minutes, with no more than that for voluntary sharing of responses. The jigsaw was kept to 20? minutes – not enough time for students to complete the whole article, but enough to get the relevant information. 

The Picture Notes came a few days later, and were based on the main character’s ‘split personality’ depiction himself. Using the model provided, students generated a picture of themselves, highlighting similar symbols of character traits. Students presented their personal Picture Notes to the class, addressing their learning about Native Americans in the Northwest (cultural differences and /or issues specific to this population). This assignment required analysis and synthesis of information in a manner accessible to all kids. Their notes made for some interesting discussions about self perception and symbolism.

This CSLP does not reflect the entire novel study.
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