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Content area:
Language Arts
-writing

Grade level:
Elementary School

Enduring Understandings

Process:
Students will explore similarities and differences in a compare/contrast lesson using graphic organizers and sensory words.

Content:
Students will explore the similarities and differences of two kinds of candy and write elaborated and extended descriptions comparing the two.

Assessment:
- Three extended/elaborated, compared/contrasted sentences from each group.

- Two independently written sentences from each student, one compared, one contrasted.

Content (written text, video, lecture, visuals, etc.):  Third grade students were heterogeneously placed in groups of four and given a brown paper bag holding two kinds of candy.
	Preparing for Understanding (bringing out and building background knowledge, setting purposes for learning):

· Teacher conducts review mini-lesson of Venn Diagram.

· Teacher models “Think-Pair-Share”.

· Teacher models “Sentence and Word Expansion” using an overhead example and the sensory word fan from the writing center.

· Teacher reviews words that described the five senses.



	Engaging Students with Content and Transforming Information:

· Each student chooses two different candies from the paper bags.

· Venn Diagram—students individually write down everything that is similar about the two candies on the. (1 minute)

· Think-Pair-Share—students pair up within their groups and share their similarities for one minute; follow with sharing within the group for two minutes as they each expand their lists

· Each group then shares descriptors with the teacher as she writes them on her chart.  She then asks them to “chunk” the words according to the five senses.  (feel, taste, smell, and appearance—wrapper, shape, size).

· Content Frame—teacher presents a new columned chart with the above sensory headings.  She passes out a blank sheet of paper of each group and asks that they create the columns and headings and chunk their words into the correct columns. (5 minutes)

· Sentence Expansion—each group creates a sentence about the similarities of the two candies using words from their sensory columns.

· Venn Diagram—students write the differences between the two candies 

· Think-Pair-Share candy differences

· Teacher completes chart using student words detailing the differences between the candies.

· Students add their words to their sensory columns.

· Model—a contrast sentence with the following example:  “One candy is hard, but the other one is soft.”

· One Sentence Summary—within each group, students create a similar sentence, sharing with their group and then with the class.

· Venn Diagrams with two compare/contrast sentences.
· Following day:  compare/contrast paragraph focusing on word choice and details.
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