CSLP Design Guide
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

Process understandings/goals target metacognition and student-self-direction ( what do students need to learn process-wise in order to apply knowledge of their own learning to future tasks.
Generating content understandings/goals requires a thoughtful investigation of essential questions – what is the deeper learning students should walk away with at the end of this unit of study? Work from the broader to the specific. 
The learning goals drive the choice of strategies.
Are the goals clear and measurable?
ASSESSMENT

Start with the end in mind. Looking at your goals, what types of assessment are going to demonstrate true understanding/mastery of learning? 

What formative assessments will be conducted along the way to check for understanding that allow for adaptations to the instructional plan if students are NOT getting it?

What is the summative assessment? What scaffolding can be provided through modeling and practice to ensure students can be successful?

CONTENT MATERIALS
Is the content of high quality and relevant to the enduring understandings?

Are different forms of media used or different perspectives provided?

PREPARING FOR UNDERSTANDING

What do I need to do to activate background knowledge?

What concepts are key to connecting student experience and prior learning to the new learning? 

How can I ensure students understand the purposes for learning?
Do I need to help students identify/analyze the author’s craft?

ENGAGING STUDENTS WITH CONTENT

What strategies can I use to keep students actively engaged while reading/listening/viewing?
Read-and-Say-Something and Read and Retell

Marginal Notes and Sticky Notes

Journaling

Think about what kind of thinking students need to do, and what strategies support that kind of thinking (some examples, below).

Which strategies will help students think Hierarchically? 
Power Thinking and Power Notes
Sequentially? 

Process Notes and other Sequence Organizers
Sequence Text Structure ( One Sentence Summary Frames

Comparatively?

Venn Diagram, Triangular Comparison, and other Comparison organizers

Comparative Text Structure ( One Sentence Summary Frames

Descriptively?

Picture Notes

Descriptive Text Structure ( One Sentence Summary Frames

Persuasively?

Conclusion-Support Notes

Problem/Solution or Cause/Effect Text Structures ( One Sentence Summary Frames

REFLECTION

Use process conference questions to target student metacognition and self-direction goals.

Are all of the elements of the Principles and Philosophy represented?

How are strategies incorporated into the P & P?

What do I need to do to activate background knowledge?
How much do they already know about the strategy/strategies? 

Are students actively involved in their learning?

Are there a variety of activities for individuals/pairs/groups?
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