Sandra Bradford’s Fourth Grade Research

Sandra Bradford, fourth grade teacher at Peterson School in Kalispell, Montana,
conducted her week-long study within the ongoing social studies curriculum. She divided a
chapter from her social studies text into four sections. On Monday, the class collected baseline
data by simply reading the first section of the chapter without doing any organizing strategies.
On each of the following days, they learned and used a new comprehension strategy. On
Tuesday, they used an adaptation of Donna Ogle’s K-W-L procedure in which they
brainstormed about the topic, categorized information, and generated questions before
beginning to read. On Wednesday, the children organized the material with a power outline. On
Thursday, they constructed concept maps on the material. For each of the readings the students
took a short quiz, graphed their individual tests results, and wrote personal reactions in learning
logs. Sandra then asked her students to examine their own learning results and determine
which of the strategies worked best for each individual. As predicted strategies worked
differently for different people. An example of one student's graph and journal is presented
below:

Sandra’s study is a superb example of helping students begin to own strategies.
Students did research on themselves and shared their results with one another. Practicing
strategies, data collection, and talk about learning helped students come to their own
conclusions.

Wy wbs Ho \wép
et

- [Tars Al

s Bradiond  4dd ws e reagd

+he FOES  ged da e qgu':'ll.en‘-:--
. shrted aed gt a 8L

-ELij- €N e rh ﬂ-'ill 'l]i il |-|k|. 1} I.-\-L\-"r'-

Student Graph Sby rands orowlth gt
Binin Soming  Klos
. i § I S . =y Tarsdae we B W L= el
1 5 ’ | '_':'L"‘\-f-?&q;r’-.‘:‘l_?::t L :-_.El.-—'
O S | ';'l\':l-':-":"'
i — 1 [ETPF | '3'.:-:'.‘1.-“\'"!
| L
| On Welnetdey T oo o WE
o | Bhre doughd U b cefier s
shaed  u5 ke da ob W,
il =— i 1
- s | Thee iy
’ iH i) | . ) )
; W I deli gmd dood  Thgoing.
e | ...'|||:' I &t g 99% o~ ."?-"r-.iq*" i5
ol | ! : - f Foom , coxersc che chowed ws Ao
. ¥ ek | R | Sy rEad 8 Seftence e
PR | _.:'e.e,.'-!' ot R N e fuatd
ol — —
T limed  Moveamg A
kst T e L s{-? .r"r_f A7
} . = k e W, i+
a Fo S geend 4 .,.l-;‘ -~
D;} i . wr o e o Ao
Aniinddang




